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Church in the Orchard 
 

An Outdoor Forest Church for children  

aged 3-11 years old held all year round. 

Each Sunday 10.30am to 11.30am (apart 

from the last Sunday of the month) 

in the Jubilee Garden behind the church 
 

All children to come wearing appropriate outdoor 

clothing for the weather and time of year and all 

children under 5 years old will need an adult to 

stay with them. 

 

Limited spaces are available so please can you 

register your interest with either myself Vicky 

Clark email: vickyclark@yahoo.co.uk or Rev 

Mandy Beck email: mandy.beck@alty.org 

Here at St John’s, our stay and play group for under 5’s and their 
carers has restarted. (Government guidance of a maximum of 15 
adults) 
Monday mornings, 10am -12pm, £2 per family - first session free. 
Drop in any Monday morning in term time. 
Play, chat, and have fun together. So Toddle along to St John's. 

TODDLE ALONG 
GROUP FOR 
UNDER 5’S 

Messy Church is held on the last Sun-
day of the month.  
The next one is after restrictions should 
have eased so we hope to have it back to 
the traditional format.  Please visit our 
Facebook page 
where we will 
post details and 
an update if the 
situation 
changes. 

  OUR LIVE EVENTS ARE COMING BACK 
 
Saturday, 17

th
 July. Doors open from 7.00pm, quiz commences 7.30pm. 

Please bring your own drinks and glasses. Tables of six, limited number of 
tickets available. 
Tickets must be booked online via our website or Facebook page, £20.00pp 
and include Fish and Chips or a vegetarian option, and prizes. Please email if 
you wish to be part of group of 6, or if you want the vegetarian food option. 

St John’s is participating in the Southwark Eco Church scheme, to be 
carbon neutral by 2030. Here are some of the things we will be looking 
at: Smart meter, we are keen to record our energy footprint. Solar pan-
els. In the Jubilee Garden we will start planting and create a wild flower 
garden for butterflies and bees.  
 
The Bible Society created a garden for the virtual Chelsea Flower 
Show, called Psalm 23. They are encouraging communities to create 
Psalm 23 Garden-inspired plots. Visit their website to find out more 
about this wonderful garden. www.biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23. 

mailto:vickyclark@yahoo.co.uk


Dear All, 
 

The spirit of God dwells within us.  
Each Penticost Sunday we are re-
minded of the coming of the spirit 
upon the disciples as they gathered 
in a locked room. The spirit enabled 
them to speak in many languages, 
so all people could hear of the God’s blessing and hope.  
I am often aware of how here at St John’s we may be 
very different, even speak different languages and yet in 
all this diversity we bless one another. We have had to 
learn how to bless one another from a physical distance, 
and indeed for many the idea of coming together again 
is frightening, we have learned to live apart, coming to-
gether is yet another change to be faced. When we 
come together with others we are not in control, there is 
difference and uncertainty. As we come together again 
in houses and churches, in pubs and cinemas, may we 
bring blessing to one another, may we especially find 
ways to bless those who find the company of others diffi-
cult or frightening. 
 

This blessing by Jan Richardson came to mind. 
When We Breathe Together 
A Blessing for Pentecost Day 
This is the blessing 
we cannot speak 
by ourselves. 
 

This is the blessing 
we cannot summon 
by our own devices, 
cannot shape 
to our purpose, 
cannot bend 
to our will. 
 

This is the blessing 
that comes 
when we leave behind 
our aloneness 
when we gather 
together 
when we turn 
toward one another. 
 

This is the blessing 
that blazes among us 
when we speak 
the words 
strange to our ears 
 

when we finally listen 
into the chaos 
when we breathe together 
at last.                                                                 Yours, Rev Mandy Beck 

INTERVIEW WITH SHIRLEY PRICE 

AND HER MEMORIES OF  

HRH PRINCE PHILIP AND THE 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD 
 

I grew up on the Putney Vale estate and in 
1971 I found myself teaching in the White 
City/Shepherd’s Bush area, one of the 
most deprived areas of London, where we 
had enormous, social problems with fami-
lies in the community. It was into this 
situation I introduced The Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Award in the hopes of giving many 

of the young people I was working with a sense of purpose, and 
achievement. During the next 2-3 years I saw lives changed in 
both the young people and their families, and it was almost with 
a total sense of unbelief that 12 of them with ‘Miss’ went to Buck-
ingham Place to collect their Gold Awards from HRH Prince 
Philip. Some of the girls had a parent with them and when asked 
by HRH what their jobs were – most were working in Shepherd’s 
Bush Market or in Woolworths. 
 

Six years later after having left teaching and having worked as a 
Youth Officer for the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames, I 
went to work for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award as their Re-
gional Director for London and the South East of England, as 
well as taking on a developmental role for the International 
Award Programme in Europe, the Mediterranean and the Arab 
States. 
 

During the sad time following the death of Prince Philip we are 
heard a lot on the news about the D of E Award from some of 
the many thousands of people who have participated in its pro-
gramme over the past 60 years. 
There are 3 levels of awards each with four sections that young 
people between 14-25 years have to complete, but the value and 
the very essence of the programme is that: 

 It is not a competition, young people only complete against 
themselves 

 It is available to all young people, regardless of their back-
ground and abilities 

 It is voluntary, a young person chooses to take up the chal-
lenge to prove to themselves more about themselves. It be-
comes a personal challenge 

 It is both flexible and balanced so it can operate in a variety 
of settings 

 Assessment is achievement focus, and all young people have 
until their 25

th
 birthday to complete any level of award. 

 It is the process and not just the just prize that challenges 
young people and of course it should be enjoyable! 

All of the above principles apply to the International Award pro-
gramme which now operates in 60 countries. In many common-
wealth countries is it known as The Duke of Edinburgh's Award, 
but the programme operates under a variety of names. The 
Head of State Award. The president’s Award etc. 

During my 35 years of involvement with The Award on an average I would have met The Duke of Edinburgh 6-12 times a 
year, he was not just the figurehead, He would chair general councils, international forums, come to staff meetings to dis-
cuss any changes on updating the programme. He knew all the conditions and requirements that young people had to meet 
to achieve their award, and would check that all was completed correctly when chatting to young people at the Palace 
where he would present them with their Gold Award certificates. 
 

My experience of having worked with Prince Philip was of someone who for me was a great encourager, took an interest in 
the individual, and showed thoughtfulness and a great awareness of all sorts of situations where he could be a great leveller 
in bringing people together. He had a great knowledge and awareness of the programme and its value to the young person 
and the community where it operated. 
 

It was a privileged to have been able to involve myself with and work for The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, and to see how it 
has changed the lives of thousands of young people. 
Little did I realise that it would take me from schools to Royal Palaces to meet with Presidents and Prime Ministers in coun-
tries around the world and back to my retirement in Putney Vale.       Shirley Price 



PARISH OFFICE 
Sue Richardson 
Administrator 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday  
9.30 am – 12.30 pm 
 
 

For Weddings, Banns of Marriage, Baptisms etc., please contact 
Mandy Beck, Team Vicar, on 020 8546 4079 for an appointment.      
Messages can be left in confidence. 

email: stjohns@inthevale.org.uk 
website: www.inthevale.org.uk 

Facebook:  StJohnKingstonVale 

This church relies on donations to 

provide care and support to people in 

this community. Now more than ever, 

please consider giving generously to 

support our mission and ministry. 

Thank you for your support. 

Hold your phone camera up to the 

QR code to get the link to donate.  

Sunday Mornings at 8am: Quiet said service, 
traditional language. 
 

Sunday Mornings at 10.30am:  Communion 
service including music. All are welcome. 
This service is live streamed on Facebook.  
Church in the Orchard: 10.30am-11.30am. 
 

Morning Prayer 9am Monday in church & 
11am Wednesday on Zoom: An opportunity 
for quiet and informal prayer,. 

KINGSTON VALE TRUST 
 

Each year Kingston Vale Trust (charity number 205433) 

makes grants for the benefit of the people living within the 

parish of St John the Baptist, Kingston Vale. (The parish con-

sists of Kingston Vale, Putney Vale and parts of Kingston Hill 

- exact details of the boundary are available on request). The Trust intends to make 

grants of between £500 and £15,000 for 2022. 
 

The trustees make grants once per year, assessing any completed application forms 

received by the end of November 2021. Grants will be awarded to the successful 

applicant(s) by the end of December 2021. Applicants must complete the applica-

tion form and return it to the parish office. For an application form, please contact 

the Trustee Administrator, email: stjohns@inthevale.org.uk, phone 020 8546 2590. 
 

The trustees will consider any not for profit organisation whose work in the view of 

the trustees will benefit the people who live in the parish. Grants are made at the 

complete discretion of the trustees. 

 

Why not apply to the Kingston Vale Trust 

Can you identify the 
clues of items within 
the boundary of 
Kingston Vale and 
Putney Vale?  
 
Answers overleaf. 

CLUES 
 
1. Find the sign commemorating the bridge over Bev-

erley Brook. 
2. Where is the Foundation stone for St John the 

Baptist? 
3. Where is 'The Way'? - St Paul's Cathedral Tercen-

tenary Gates. 
4. Where is the mounting block located, used by rid-

ers to mount a horse? 
5. Where can you find a Telephone Box (not in use)? 
6. Where can you find the tributary to the Thames? 
7. Where is The London Cornish Rugby Club? 
8. Where is the plaque unveiled by David Mellor MP? 
9. Where can you find a Sewer Vent? 
10. Where can you find a Huf House? 
11. Where can you find a Pegasus Crossing? 
12. Where is the sign for A London Football training 

Ground? 

Spring came to St John’s even during Lockdown 

https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/richmond-park/richmond-park-attractions/the-way-st-pauls-cathedral-tercentenary-gates
https://www.royalparks.org.uk/parks/richmond-park/richmond-park-attractions/the-way-st-pauls-cathedral-tercentenary-gates


I SPY Answers from the Quiz in the March 2021 Parish Newsletter 
 
1. The sign commemorating the bridge over Beverley Brook  
can be found on the bridge which is on the A3 between the 
Richardson Evans Memorial playing fields car park and the Robin 
Hood roundabout. 
 
 

2. St John the Baptist Church was built at the bottom of Kingston Hill in Kingston Vale in 1861, a 
small church with picturesque bellcote, at that time surrounded largely by fields. Due to the prox-
imity to White Lodge in Richmond Park the church had many connections with the royal family 
and it was here that the future George V's engagement to Mary of Teck was witness. The Duch-
ess of Teck, laid the foundation stone for the North aisle. 
 
3. ‘The Way’ St Paul’s Cathedral Tercentenary Gates are located on the edge of Sidmouth Woods in Rich-
mond Park.  

 

 
 
 
4. A rare and historic milestone and mounting block thought to date from 1654 has 
been restored and put back in its original location in Roehampton Vale. A mounting 
block is a block of stone used by riders to mount a horse and the Roehampton block is 
combined with an inscription reading ‘From London Towne to Portsedown they say tis 
myls three score.’ 
 
5. Telephone Box not in use, near the Robin Hood Lane Bus Stop on Kingston Vale (A308). 
 
 

6. The Thames Tributary the Beverley flows northwards to the Thames. The Bever-
ley Brook runs through Wimbledon Common and Richmond Park. Post to the north Roehamp-
ton Vale, Post to the south Coombe. 
 
 

7. The London Cornish RFC is a rugby union club which was originally formed for Cornish 
exiles in London. It was established in 1962 by a group who met in Fleet Street 's Cock 
Tavern, and were originally known as the ″Cornish Exiles″. The club changed its name to ″
London Cornish″ shortly thereafter and played occasional fixtures in a variety of locations 
until moving to the current ground, the Richardson Evans Memorial Playing Fields on Wim-
bledon Common, just off the A3. 
 

8. Plaque unveiled by David Mellor MP is at Asda. 
 
9. Sewer vent, is at Robin Hood Roundabout. 

 

 

10. Huf House, Ullswater Close. 
 

 
 

11. Pegasus Crossing—Thousands of pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders benefit 
from the crossing connecting Richmond Park and Wimbledon Common. 
 

12. The London Football training ground sign is for Colliers Wood United who play their home games at 

Wibbandune Sports Ground, A3 Southbound, opposite 199–213 Robin Hood Way, Wimbledon, SW20 0AA. 

The ground has a 102-seater covered stand. 


